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NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 134 


[Abstract:] In relation to Silver Bars Stolen from the Mint... 
L 


Office of United States Attorney, 
Eastern District of Pennsylvania, 
Philadelphia, 

July 8, 1885 


Hon. Daniel M. Fox, 
Superintendent of the U.S. Mint, 
Philadelphia. 


Dear Sir: 


I have your letter of yesterday asking me the cause of delay in the trial of Peter Daley. 
Daley was arrested on the 16th of February last — the day of the commencement of the February 
Sessions of the United States District Court. I had him held to answer at that term, and on the 
next day the Grand Jury found a true bill against him. During the ten days the Jury was in 
attendance on the Court at that term I did not call the case for trial for the reason that Daley was 
only the receiver of the bar of silver which had been abstracted from the Mint and I thought it 
important for the public interest that time should be taken to ascertain, if possible the other guilty 
parties and especially to learn whether any employees of the Mint had participated in or had any 
knowledge of this transaction. Failing to obtain any information on this point, it was my 
intention to try the case at the May Sessions of the Court and would have done so, had I not 
received instructions from the Attorney General not to try any cases that were not absolutely 
necessary to be tried, by reason of the failure of the appropriation to defray the expenses of the 
Court. I therefore tried prison cases only; and the case of Daley and all other cases were 
continued where the parties accused were not in prison. 


I am glad your attention has been called to this case and I would be pleased if you can aid 
in any way in ascertaining the guilty participants in this transaction. 


While it is important that Daley should be brought to a speedy trial, and while it is my 
intention to do this: - in my opinion it is still more important that the parties who actually 
committed the larceny or embezzlement, especially if they be in the public service, should be 
brought to justice. 


Iam, sir, 

Very Truly yours, 
John K. Valentine 
WS. Attorney 


[Noted on back:] 
Paper in relation stolen bars. 
And see Dff: Letter Book page 200 & 203 July 1885. 


